
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



166 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



July and August, 



and are disturbed by war. A congress called together 
to formulate a doctrine of law confirms the respect which 
good citizens pay to law, and strengthens the feeling that 
in the regulation of international relations law is the 
permanent force and war an anomaly. 

The more civilized a country is, the less ought to be, 
and generally is, the display of military force on the part 
of the government. There will be compliance with the 
rules of conduct which it prescribes, because they are the 
law of the land and it is the general feeling that it is the 
duty of good citizens to obey the law. A moral senti- 
ment is behind it, and sentiment rules every people. 

So it is coming to be, in the twentieth century, between 
nations. They are governed by international law. In 
proportion to their civilization, they respect its authority. 
Each power, in recognizing its rules, consents to them ; 
and where there is consent force is unnecessary. Inter- 
national law is the legal expression in set terms of the 
public opinion of the civilized world as to certain points. 
Each new point thus given form is a step away from the 
field of war. 

It is thus that international law is becoming, with 
every passing year, a larger factor towards the keeping 
unbroken of the peace of the world. 



Europe's Optical Illusion. 

BY EEV. WALTER WALSH, PASTOR OF GILFILLAN 
MEMORIAL CHURCH, DUNDEE, SCOTLAND. 

Address delivered at the New England Arbitration and Peace 
Congress, Hartford, Conn., May 11, 1910. 

That masterly analyst, John Ruskin, in "Unto this 
last," declared business to be essentially restless, and 
probably contentious, having a raven-like mind as to the 
carrion food. The great English economist, Richard 
Cobden, in his pamphlet "England," asserted that the 
defense of her commerce was the argument which had 
decided Great Britain to undertake almost every war in 
which she had ever been involved. 

An English speculator, Cecil Rhodes, affirmed that 
modern wars were not now waged for the amusement of 
royal families, but for practical business ; while a British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer bluntly confessed that the 
real object of naval and military expenditure was to push 
and protect British trade throughout the world. The 
argument, " be my subject or I will kill you," has 
changed to, " be my customer or I will kill you." Thus 
has Napoleon's nation of shopkeepers blossomed out 
into a nation of soldiers. The air is full of rumors of 
commercial war between Great Britain and Germany, — 
war for the sake of trade, — justifying the jibe of Robert 
Browning : 

" Once you warred 
For liberty against the world, and won ; 
There was the glory. Now you fain would war 
Because the neighbor prospers overmuch." 

To what extent the wealth of nations was ever, on the 
striking of a just balance, promoted by war, is an inquiry 
I will not on this occasion pursue. The proposition we 
are now called upon to study is, that the course of politi- 
cal and commercial evolution has rendered war for the 
sake of trade useless and ineffective even for the very 
object it set out to secure ; that the conditions of modern 
commerce render it impossible for one nation to capture 
the commerce of another ; that a victorious nation must 



endure all the cost and impoverishment of war, without 
that compensating enrichment which formerly was sup- 
posed to accrue to the victor. This is the astounding 
proposition, the statement and defense of which is given 
in a book recently published, entitled " Europe's Optical 
Illusion," a book which ought without delay to find its 
way into every chamber of commerce and every mer- 
chant's office in the world. 

The economic futility of political force — that is the 
argument — which, if it can be substantiated, confirms 
the historic phrase of the late Hon. John Hay made in 
the hearing of many of us at the thirteenth International 
Peace Congress in Boston, " the most futile and ferocious 
of human follies." The commercial and political outlook 
of Europe will undergo a transformation so soon as it is 
understood that the possession of military power does 
not insure industrial and commercial success ; that such 
success is independent of such power, emerging from 
quite other conditions; and that consequently neither 
Germany nor Great Britain could expect to reap financial 
profit from even victorious war. 

It is understood that the author of this challenging 
work is himself a journalist, and we may therefore with- 
out offense quote his opinion of journalists as well as 
statesmen who emit a superstitious jargon as obsolete as 
expositions of astrology and witchcraft belated far be- 
hind the march of events, and that the time has come to 
challenge their wornout axiom, that military conquest 
increases the power and prosperity of the conqueror at 
the cost of the vanquished, and to demonstrate, on the 
contrary, that military force is an economic futility. 
That the industrial wealth of a vanquished people passes 
over to the victor is a grotesque fallacy comparable to 
the theory of cannibal warriors, that the strength and 
courage of the fallen foe passed into the triumphant 
savage who ate him. 

In early times, when wealth consisted of gold and silver 
cups, jewels and slaves, it was possible for a conqueror 
to carry off booty ; but now that wealth consists for the 
most part of foreign investments and paper securities, 
marauding excursions even on the grand national scale 
are as profitless as would be the raids of a Dick Turpin 
upon travelers carrying checque books. By post, tele- 
graph, telephone the banks of London, Paris, Berlin and 
New York are made financially interdependent in the 
same way as those of Edinburgh and Birmingham or 
Boston and Philadelphia ; so that if Mr. Frederick Har- 
rison's nightmare were to be realized by Germany's loot- 
ing the Bank of England, Berlin would be unable to 
collect her debts in London, and would be impoverished 
to the extent of those debts. She would find she had 
destroyed not a rival, but a customer. She would have 
plunged herself into financial chaos, with resulting com- 
mercial bankruptcy and industrial dislocation. 

It is impossible to exact tribute or indemnity without 
producing similar results ; impossible is it also to capture 
the rivals external or carrying trade. Annexation of 
territory, even when politically possible, is discovered to 
be financially unprofitable. In every case the boomerang 
flies back upon the thrower. It is improbable that the 
dream of Pan-Germanism fully realized would make 
richer a single German creature. That great Scotch 
economist Adam Smith was the first to point out that 
the states of Europe might naturally form a set of closely 
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related fiscal units, but he could not foresee that finan- 
cial interdependence and financial solidarity which are 
increasing at the expense of commercial and industrial 
competition, which is making war too risky, and which 
was probably the moving cause of the Algeciras under- 
standing, and prevented hostilities between Germany and 
France over the Morocco affair. 

It is now abundantly evident that trade does not fol- 
low the flag. In the words again of Richard Cobden : 
" It has over and over again been proved to the world 
that violence and force can never prevail against the 
natural wants and wishes of mankind." But more ; 
neither does tariff bargaining follow the big navy or the 
conscript army. Canadian orders go to France, Ger- 
many, Belgium, more than to Great Britain. Unarmed 
Switzerland wages successful tariff war against the Ger- 
man nation in arms. The small European states have 
larger per capita trade than their militarized neighbors. 
If we take securities as the test, We find that the invest- 
ments of unprotected Holland and Sweden are ten per 
cent, to twenty per cent, safer than those of the greatest 
powers. The financier finds investments safer in the 
unprotected countries. 

What now becomes of the foolish talk about our vast 
military and naval expenditures being a form of "in- 
surance ? " It now appears that the less military protec- 
tion a country has, the safer are its securities, and that, 
on the contrary, the more its bayonets, ironclads and war- 
riors, the shakier become its invested securities. Britain's 
latest annexation shall be our crowning proof. At a cost 
of more than two hundred and fifty million pounds Great 
Britain annexed the territory now known as the United 
States of South Africa with the only result that she has 
hung another millstone about her neck and is sinking 
into the sea of revolution. So powerless has her military 
triumphs left her in the fields of industrialism and poli- 
tics, that she has grasped not one of these material gains 
traditionally supposed to be the portion of a conqueror, 
and has consented to distasteful terms of South African 
independence dictated in London by the very Boer 
generals who a few years ago were opposing her on the 
field of battle. Praise be to the great Power who leads 
the upward march of the race, the pagan proverb vce 
victis has become a lie. No longer are the spoils to the 
victor. Great indeed was that statement of State Secre- 
tary Hay, " the most futile of human follies." 

From this masterly argument some deductions may be 
made, such as that certain lines of trade, holders of bonds 
or capitalistic syndicates stand to gain by particular wars, 
spite of the general impoverishment thus created ; and 
that these are the very powers that control newspapers, 
dominate politicians, and are frequently able to persuade 
a people that a particular war will be to the general ad- 
vantage. Further, though it is a gain to have the self- 
interested motives cleverly exploited in the interest of 
peace, it must never be forgotten that the prudential 
motives are the feeblest, and have never by themselves 
produced great world movements. Hence the reasoning 
of "Europe's Optical Illusion" leaves one enormous breach 
in the dyke which holds back the red tides of human 
slaughter. It leaves untouched the sentimental motives ; 
namely, national vanity, honor, prestige, pride, ambition, 
race prejudice, desire for mastery, and what Mr. Spencer 



Wilkinson, the author of "Britain at Bay," calls the 
" leadership of the human race." 

No plea drawn from the prudential motives can effec- 
tively combat the imperial sentiments which animate such 
representative men as Captain Mahan, Lord Rosebery, 
Sidney Low, General Homer Lea, who have no terms in 
which to express the scorn they have for the " Cobdenite 
ideal " ! It is incontestable that the great wars of the 
last century, even where initiated by interested groups 
and prompted by commercial coVetousness, were buoyed 
up and carried forward upon motives drawn from the 
national and imperial sentiments. The imperial motive, 
the passion for dynastic supremacy, for ideal headship, 
for racial self-realization, were the predominating in- 
fluences throughout the Austro- Prussian War, the Franco- 
Prussian War, and the Japanese side at least of the 
Russo-Japanese War. It was precisely the failure of 
the Czar to evoke these sentiments in his people that led 
to Russia's dismal discomfiture. Even the British-Boer 
War — than which none in the history of this globe was 
ever more palpably a commercial war — could not be 
launched till devices had been set to work to capture the 
imagination and chivalry of the British people ; and when 
at last the sordid truth could no longer be concealed, the 
imperial pride, the injured self-esteem, the wonderful 
honor of a conquering race felt themselves committed to 
" see it through," wrong or right. For three years that 
race of born kings walked in the Valley of Humiliation 
and the Shadow of Death, and though long before the 
termination of that period it became evident that every 
prospect of gain had disappeared before bills of cost 
which beggared calculation, and debts which at this very 
moment are threatening to eventuate in black ruin and 
red revolution, the nation set its teeth and declared that 
it would spend the last shilling in burying its last soldier, 
but it would win ! 

When the war spirit reaches a certain height of ex- 
altation it exhibits all the power of fanaticism, of religion, 
and to subdue it by considerations drawn from the region 
of self-interest is as hopeful as to bind behemoth with 
threads or extinguish the flames of hell with a garden 
hose. So soon as skillful players pull out the stops of 
pride, prejudice, passion and "patriotism" in the grand 
organ of democracy, so soon is silenced the jewsharp of 
prudence, profit, calculation. 

When a German Privy Councillor like Rudolph Martin 
dreams the dreams of Pan-Germanism, when his enrap- 
tured imagination sees the German empire stretching 
towards the east from England to Berlin, and to Antwerp 
on the west, when to the Germany that is, his enthusi- 
astic fancy adds A U8 tria- Hungary, the Balkan States 
and Turkey, with the North Sea ports of Belgium and 
Holland, and the northern province of France so as to 
secure Boulogne and Alsace, and when he further sees 
all these regions dominated by the splendid qualities of 
the German race, its education, energy, law, enterprise 
and power to subdue the raw forces and elements of the 
world, is it possible to rationalize such a dreamer by the 
argument that in the process Germany may lose a few 
millions of money more or less ? 

Or when the British imperialist sets.out to paint the 
map of the world British red, to occupy the North Sea 
ports of his Teutonic rival and annex Hamburg, or to 
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substantiate that ill-omened phrase, " supremacy of the 
sea," when his imagination is fired by considerations of 
the blessings which have always followed the planting of 
the Union Jack, when his indignation is aroused by the 
stupidity and parochialism of the narrow nationalists who 
prefer to die beneath the waving folds of their own native 
flag plus liberty, do you think that so imperial a patriot 
is to be turned aside from his divine duty by the argu- 
ment that the costs are certain to exceed the profits ? I 
trow not. What then ? Why, this : that while pushing 
this argument for all it is worth, pressing every consider- 
ation drawn from the spheres of expediency and self- 
interest, demonstrating to the practical shopkeepers of 
Europe that in cherishing the expectation of profit by 
successful war they are conjuring up a mental illusion, 
nursing a mental delusion, and that actual loss is a cer- 
tainty, — while doing that, to press forward at the same 
time the mightier arguments drawn from the spheres of 
ethics and religion. This ye ought to have done, and 
not have left the other undone. 

The real difficulty is not war, but the war spirit. " In 
my judgment," says Dr. George Trumbull Ladd, " our 
treatment of this interest may be brief and must be 
thorough. Here, then, is one perfectly clear and un- 
changing moral and religious principle. Neither the 
protection nor the advancement of any merely commer- 
cial rivalry can ever afford a moral justification for war." 
With that saying of Dr. Ladd every pacifist must agree. 
The grand passions can be eradicated or transformed only 
by getting down to their root in the moral nature of man, 
a consideration, I regret to say, which the ingenious and 
informed writer of " Europe's Optical Illusion " sets aside 
almost with ostentation, but which it is necessary to erad- 
icate or transform before we can put a period to inter- 
national strife. We have to accomplish that psychological 
change in the consciousness of nations that we have 
partially brought about in the consciousness of individ- 
uals. We have almost exploded the archaic opinion of 
an arm-defended honor, and it has been discovered that 
personal dignity and prestige have not thereby suffered, 
but have, on the contrary, been enhanced. We have to 
stand for the honor and dignity Qf the numerous great 
little peoples, the smaller nations of Europe and America, 
many of which have behind them a shining and august 
history, whose ideal as well as practical rights can be 
successfully vindicated by law, by a court of international 
justice, but never by their force of arms. We have to 
abolish the superstition that army and navy, " the ser- 
vices," as they haughtily call themselves, are guardians 
of national honor, whose proud privilege it is to wipe out 
in blood any insult to the flag ; and we. have to substitute 
the doctrine that national honor is best and sufficiently 
defended by the good faith of the statesmen and the 
good behavior of the peoples. We shall destroy war on 
the grand spectacular scale only by discrediting military 
men's flamboyant appeal to the sentimental and imagina- 
tive side of human nature. It is important to destroy 
optical illusions and reveal nakedly what armaments do 
and what they cannot do for commercial interests ; but 
it is even more important to remove the sinful delusion 
that we are promoting a nation's truest interest when 
we compass profitable trade and financial affluence by 
another's loss and ruin. That is the barbaric supersti- 
tion that has to be destroyed in order that a civilization 



of intellect and character, of interdependence, mutuality 
and international cooperation may move forward. 

We have been taking giant strides these late times. 
Wars for the sake of religion have long been made to 
cease throughout both the Oriental and the Western 
Hemispheres; war for the sake of greed must now 
follow into the limbo of forgotten possibilities. The 
commercial war must follow the priestly war into the 
vanished past. If it is not now permissible to shoot men 
for the sake of the Bible, we shall not continue to shoot 
them for the sake of brandy or bales of cotton. If the 
priest dare no longer lead the armies of Christendom to 
blow the souls of men to hell in order to establish his 
dogma, how long shall we tolerate the bloated commer- 
cial Croesus to tax the proletariat of one nation for mur- 
dering the proletariat of another nation under the illusion 
that prosperity will abound ; whereas there is no other 
issue save to starve the stomachs of the many in order to 
swell the coffers of the few. 

How long? Not much longer, I am persuaded, and 
that mainly, as a Scotsman I may be permitted to hon- 
estly avow, through the astonishing progress, sanity, 
moral energy and political virility of the pacifist move- 
ment in the United States of America. Through you 
and your forefathers in New England and in this ver- 
durous Connecticut valley it has come about that interna- 
tional trade is being transformed from a blood-sucking 
vampire into a white-winged angel. 

It cannot be doubted that the multitude of traders is 
coming over to the side of the angels. Commerce is 
being transformed into a missionary of peace. The 
associations of business men are setting themselves to 
counteract the glittering fallacies of the politicians and 
the soldiers, and to call back with their conquering influ- 
ence the idealists in pulpit, bar, poem and press. For, 
as I have said elsewhere, " The merchant is by his very 
office a philanthropist ; he brings the farmers' harvest to 
feed the hungry, the manufacturers' web to clothe the 
naked, the produce of quarry and of forest to house the 
homeless, the books of the writer to educate the ignorant, 
the instruments of the musician to cheer the sad, the 
pictures of the artist to adorn both hall and cottage, and 
to the discharge of these great offices he brings a trained 
intelligence, a liberal outlook, a wide capacity, a compre- 
hensive grasp, a quick understanding, a sympathetic 
appreciation of general interests, and, above all, a charac- 
ter for faithfulness and integrity which unite to make his 
aims reassuring and acceptable to mankind. With honor 
in his right hand and humanity in his left, the merchant 
moves forward to the persuasion of the world. 

International commerce is evolving an international 
conscience. Humanity has but one interest, because it 
has but one soul. The fraternal spirit in the exchange 
of commodities is driving back the barbarous spirit in 
exchange of blows. The destroying demon, the soldier, 
is giving place to the ministering angel, the merchant. 

Your merchant represents a high type of service, of 
ministry ; he stands for production, distribution, exchange 
of arts, comforts, utilities of life ; he represents agricul- 
ture, the fertilizing and adornment of the earth ; by him 
the lone sea is populous with ships carrying wool and 
corn, timber and spices, travelers, immigrants and mis- 
sionaries, pictures and books, thoughts, ideas, religions, 
gospels, civilizations; by him all these pass to and fro 
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redeeming the earth into an Eden for man, and man 
into an Eden dweller for the earth. 

Commercial internationalism is at last closing the Pan- 
dora's hox of plagues and curses which have afflicted the 
peoples of the earth, and is an opening cornucopia of 
fruits, flowers, products all of love's labor, that therefore 
is not love's labor lost, so that presently shall be realized 
the vision of the millennial poet who sang that "the 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, 
and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose." 



The Dilemma which Confronts the 
World To-day. 

Opening address of Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, President, at 

the Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration, 

May 18, 1910. 

No well-informed observer is likely to deny that the 
cause which this Conference is assembled to promote has 
made important progress during the past year. The 
several striking incidents which mark that progress — 
including, in particular, the identic circular note of Sec- 
retary Knox bearing date October 18, 1909, proposing 
the investment of the International Prize Court with the 
functions of a court of arbitral justice, and the hearty 
approval which the proposal has met ; the public declara- 
tion of President Taft, made in New York on March 22, 
1910, that there are no questions involving the honor or 
the interests of a civilized nation which it may not with 
propriety submit to judicial determination ; the action of 
the Congress in making an appropriation for the Bureau 
of the Interparliamentary Union for the Promotion of 
International Arbitration, thus committing the United 
States government officially to that admirable under- 
taking ; and, finally, the forthcoming submission to the 
arbitral tribunal at The Hague of the century- old con- 
troversy between Great Britain and the United States as . 
to the Newfoundland fisheries — all these will be fully 
recounted here in the course of our present meeting. 
To those who are impatient for the attainment of our 
ideal we can only say that progress toward it is steadily 
making, and that the chief forces now at work in the 
world, political, economic and ethical, are cooperating 
with us to bring about its attainment. To those who 
fear that we may make progress too fast, and that some 
measure of national security will be sacrificed in pushing 
forward to establish international justice, we can only 
say that justice is itself the one real and continuing 
ground of security for both men and nations, and that 
heretofore in the history of mankind the devil has always 
been able to take care of his own cause without the 
necessary aid and comfort of the forces in the world that 
are aiming at the overthrow of the rule of any power 
but right. 

The chief danger that we practical persons run in our 
endeavor to accomplish a practical end in a practical way 
against the opposition of the dreams and illusions of 
theorists who, groping as in a fog, assume that mankind 
must be forever ruled by brute force and cruelty and lust 
for power and for gain, is that we may fail to recognize 
that the cause of international justice rests upon and is 
part of a complete philosophy of life. It cannot be ad- 
vocated or conceived as something that stands apart from 
and in no relation to our modes of thinking and acting, 



whether as individuals or as nations, in respect to all in- 
terests and to all problems. To some it may appear to 
make our task more difficult, to others it may seem to 
make it more easy, when we say that this task is nothing 
less than part and parcel of the moral education and re- 
generation of mankind. To suppose that men and women 
into whose intellectual and moral instruction and upbuild- 
ing have gone the glories of the world's philosophy and 
art and poetry and religion, into whose lives have been 
poured for two thousand years the precepts and the in- 
spiration of the Christian religion, over whose daily con- 
duct have been thrown since the days of Draco and of 
Solon the restraints of law and of consideration for the 
rights and property of others — to suppose that these 
men and women, when gathered together in groups 
called nations, speaking a common language called a 
mother tongue and owing allegiance to a definite set of 
political institutions called a government, are, when 
matters of dispute and difficulty and doubt arise, to fly 
at each other's throats, to burn, to ravage, to kill, in the 
hope of somehow establishing thereby truth and right 
and justice, is to suppose the universe to be stood upon 
its apex, to suppose the onward sweep of human progress 
to be toward bestiality and bedlam, and to suppose the 
teachings of religion and of morals, the inspiration of 
poetry, of painting and of song, to be to the end that we 
may be made ready for new acts of valorous ferocity and 
carnage. Who, I pray you, are the dreamers, who are 
the theorists — those who appeal to the rule of justice or 
those who appeal to the rule of brute force ? 

Let us not be mistaken about all this. Men who are 
themselves preying upon the public interest from private 
station or from public office are not going to be the first 
to urge the cause of international justice. The men who 
cannot succeed in holding in check their own tempers, 
their own lusts and their own greed, are not going to cry 
out for the establishment of an international court of 
arbitration. We have set out in this undertaking — 
now perfectly certain of accomplishment at a date no 
longer remote — without the aid and comfort of those 
elements of the world's population. Moreover, we are 
not likely to gain much assistance from the cynical ob- 
server of his kind whose faith is not adequate to the 
entire observation of history and of men. His keen 
vision and quick wit see readily enough the bad and 
selfish side of public and of private life, and he contents 
himself with a jeer and a sneer at those who propose to 
turn that life inside out. 

Some of these elements are elements of indifference, 
some are elements of active opposition. To those who 
represent the element of indifference I cheerfully accord 
the most powerful place among the opponents and ob- 
stacles of our program. Those who are in active opposi- 
tion need not detain us long. The assumptions which 
are their grotesque substitutes for argument and the 
fallacies which they hug to their several bosoms as illus- 
trations of perfect logic, are too easily confuted to make 
them dangerous. Not many men have courage enough 
to go through the world shouting that war is a virtue 
and should be actively promoted by all moral and upright 
men. The few who do so live in a world of sentiment 
and false emotions ; they do not know or face the real facts. 
It is to the everlasting glory and honor of the world's 
greatest soldiers in modern times that they have always 



